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Allie Figures ponders the
idea of living in a bubble
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Fab Four rocks gamers in
“The Beatles: Rock Band”
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Spartans wide receiver
leads by example
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Open University
students vie
for limited slots

Center studies the
expectations
of Bay Area
Indian immigrants

By Suzanne Yada
Staff Writer
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[ Michelle Gachet / Spartan Daily ]

Professor Baltej Singh Mann of Punjabi University is working with the Silicon Valley Center for Global Innovation
and Immigration at SJSU to conduct research on Indian immigrants in the area.
By Jill Abell
Staff Writer

S

umit Kallo said he arrived in
San Jose with dreams of new
experiences, new opportunities
and American girls.
Industrial engineering major
Sumit Kallo said his expectations of America have changed.
“My expectation was that
America was pretty open — not
conservative — that it would
be very easy to find jobs, there
would be tall buildings and sky
scrapers,” Kallo said. “But San
Jose is nothing like that.”
A new study of Indian immigrants was launched in the Silicon Valley Center for Global In-

novation and Immigration that
will focus on Indian immigrant
communities, center director
Michael Conniff said.
Melinda Jackson, research director of the Survey and Policy
Research Institute, said she will
be in charge of gathering research through online, mail and
telephone surveys.
Jackson said the purpose of
the study is to learn more about
the Indian community in Silicon
Valley.
She said little research has
been done and that students
seemed like a good place to
start.
Professor Baltej Singh Mann
of Punjabi University said he was

“My expectation was that
America was pretty open,
not conservative — that it
would be very easy to find
jobs ...”
Sumit Kallo
Industrial Engineering

granted a one-year sabbatical to
conduct research on Indian immigrants and the Indian diaspora (the spreading of a common
ethnicity, whether voluntary or
involuntary, around the world,
according to the Merriam-Webster dictionary).
“There will be three different aspects to the study — stu-

dents, alumni and members of
Indians out in the community,”
Mann said.
He said he is working with
the Silicon Valley Center for
Global Innovation and Immigration at SJSU.
Within each aspect of the
study, researchers will be looking for the educational, social
and economic factors of the
Indian immigrant experience,
Jackson said.
The first phase of the study is
an online survey of Indian students that will be distributed by
e-mail in mid-October, Jackson
said.
See IMMIGRANTS, Page 6

Student employment remains steady
On-campus jobs still available despite
the decline in the university’s budget
By Angela Marino
Staff Writer

S

[ Chad Ziemendorf / Spartan Daily ]

Junior criminology major Simon Wong sprays deodorizer in bowling shoes in the Student Union Bowling Center.
Wong has worked at the bowling center for two years.

tudent employment positions on campus have remained static compared to last
year despite campus-wide budget cuts, said an employer services official.
“The last three years we have
had a campus job fair typically around the first day of the
school to help students find on
campus jobs,” said Susan Rockwell, assistant director of employer services.
Elaine Nguyen, a senior
business accounting major, said
it was not easy for her to find an
on-campus job.

“I used the Career Center,
but it came down to who I
knew that already had jobs on
campus,” she said.
In 2008, there were about 13
departments that participated
in the job fair, Rockwell said.
They had roughly 100 positions
available to students.
This year, the Career Center
collaborated with the Student
Union for the job fair, and it
had only six departments on
campus, but still around 117
positions available to students,
Rockwell said.
The number of jobs didn’t
See UNEMPLOYED, Page 6
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“I’d be upset if I was a master’s student and an Open
University student got my
spot instead.”
Megan Fluke
Master’s Student

That shows most students
are only taking one class, and
some are only taking one- or
two-unit classes, Novak said.
But many students have
been shut out of classes, because the budget cuts have
caused strict limits on course
enrollment this semester, he
said.
The $584 million budget
deficit in the California State
University system and the $42
million shortfall at SJSU have
presented many challenges to
the university, President Jon
Whitmore said at a student
press conference on Aug. 20.
Humanities
professor
Richard Keady said that in his
years of teaching, this was his
first semester he has not been
See BUDGET, Page 6

[ Joe Proudman / Spartan Daily ]

Open University student Megan Fluke was one of the
fortunate few to get into a class. Limited class space
has forced stiff competition for open university students this semester.
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nrollment plummeted this
year at Open University,
an on-campus program that
allows the public to take SJSU
courses without formal admission, an SJSU official said.
The number of Open University students dropped 62
percent this year, compared to
last year, and the state budget
cuts are a big reason why, said
Mark Novak, the associate vice
president and dean of international and extended studies.
“Competition is stiffer,
because professors have more
students in class and less room
for Open University students,”
Novak said. “Some people
might be disappointed.”
Open University is designed for those who want to
take classes but don’t necessarily want a degree, such as
professionals learning new
skills or students who want to
try SJSU before enrolling, according to the Open University Web site.
Open University students
are required to register on the
first day of class, according to
an Open University booklet.
They are also considered
last priority when adding
courses, Novak said.
Megan Fluke, a master’s
student in public administration, said she got into her
public management class and
was one of the fortunate Open
University students.
“I was pretty damn lucky to
get the class,” she said. “I don’t
have faith I’ll get into one next
semester.”
Fluke said she accepts that
Open University students are

last priority.
“I’d be upset if I was a
master’s student and an Open
University student got my
spot instead,” she said. “Of
course I’d like to be first, but
I totally understand.”
As of Monday, only 2,081
students are enrolled in Open
University, Novak said, compared to 3,379 students this
time last year.
Novak said this year’s students are taking 5,595 units,
or an average of 2.7 units per
student.
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Krissy Wong, a junior hospitality management major, takes a whip cream
pie to the face for sorority Alpha Kappa Delta Phi’s Pie-A-KDPhi Fundraiser held between the Art Building and Student Union on Tuesday.

Late professor hailed for championing
access for the disabled community

Have you taken on much
debt while attending SJSU?

Joy Paterson

Kristine Lee

Junior, Liberal Studies

Freshman, Pre-nursing

Yes, definitely. The fall is a really tough time to
pay all your bills on top of school. But SJSU is
a good deal for a great quality education.

I own my parents debt, because they pay for
everything, so I’ll have to pay them back later.

Deep Shrestha

Kyle Stern

Junior, Computer Science

Freshman, Undeclared

I have loans. But debt is one of the basic needs
for many people, in an ironic sense. We have to
have debt.

Yes, I have no money now. I’m broke.

Erick Schlimmer

Alondra Majin

Master’s in Kinesiology

Freshman, Undeclared

By Amber Simons
Staff Writer

Professor Gonzaga da Gama
“had a very interesting kind of
style about him,” said Matthew
Milde, a graduate student in recreation.
“He had these glasses — these
really thick-lens glasses, and these
chops that were kind of gray and
were down very low. They were
thick too.
“He always had a diet cola, in
his hand … I think it was diet
Pepsi.
“And he wore these green Crocs
— these bright, neon green Crocs.
And it was just like his presence.”
He was 46 and a vital asset to
the graduate program, according
to the department of hospitality,
recreation and tourism management.
Da Gama taught sections in
therapeutic recreation services,
leisure, recreation and aging,
evaluating recreation and tourism
services; and a seminar in leisure
research, according to the department’s faculty Web site.
Da Gama suffered a fatal heart
attack June 29, while traveling on
a 10-day safari with family, according to the hospitality, recreation and tourism management
department.
Da Gama, who was born on
Oct. 15, 1963, was a professor and
an adviser for the department.
“I’ll also miss him as a scholar
and an academic … I’ll miss him
as a professional colleague,” said
Charles Bullock, dean of the College of Applied Sciences and Arts.
“I’ll miss him as a bright intellectual, who had incredible potential
that was just not even fully realized yet.”
Milde, who had da Gama as a
professor and as an adviser in the
hospitality, recreation and tourism
management department, said he
found da Gama to be a comforting person who was open and accepting of everyone.
“Gonzaga had an open-door
policy,” Milde said. “However, he
wouldn’t push you through the
door. You would have to be the
one to make that first step. But
once you did, he would give you
every resource available at his disposal.
“He’s remarkable in the sense
that it wasn’t just for a few favorite
students. It was for anybody willing to make that step. And that’s
one of the things I really admired
about him — cause you don’t get
that often.”
“To say he was passionate is an
understatement,” said Milde, who

I have some debt and will be accumulating
more as my education continues — not to
mention the loans I owe for my undergraduate.

I have loans because of the rise in tuition and
books. It’s just ridiculous.
Feature and Photos By My Nguyen

[ Photo Courtesy of Randy Virden ]

Gonzaga da Gama, an SJSU hospitality, recreation and
tourism management professor, died June 29 while
traveling outside of the country on a safari.
spoke at da Gama’s church memorial and was on the planning
committee of the memorial held
at SJSU.
Bullock said he first met da
Gama around 10 years ago at a
conference, where he developed “a
real liking for him.”
Bullock was working at the
University of Nevada at the time
and said of his new acquaintance,
“I always admired him. I didn’t
know him real well — he wasn’t
a friend, but he was someone I
knew and respected.”
Later, da Gama came to work
at SJSU and Bullock said their relationship blossomed.
“He’s a big guy, and the kind
of person you wonder if he ever
said a cross word in his whole
life,” Bullock said. “He would
greet you by ‘Hi friend,’ in a real
sort of jovial kind of way.”
Bullock said he would miss da
Gama’s big smile, affable character,
and the way he was always a warm
presence wherever he was.
Randy Virden, professor and
chair of the hospitality, recreation
and tourism management department, said social justice was an
important area for da Gama and
that his research was focused in
areas of inclusion.
Virden said he knew da Gama
for about two years.
“He was an accomplished
scholar in the area of therapeutic
recreation and inclusion — in
other words, making sure that all
populations, including the elderly,
youth, people that have disabilities, and that were disadvantaged
economically have recreation services provided for them,” he said.
According to the Disability Re-

source Center’s Web site, da Gama
“was an advocate for the disabled
community. He served as a member of the Accommodations Review Board and also a member of
the Accessible Health & Wellness
Subcommitee.”
“He creates a big hole in the
department and in our hearts,”
Virden said. “It comes as a shock
when someone that young passes
away.”
In his memory, a Gonzaga da
Gama Memorial Scholarship has
been established in the department of hospitality, recreation and
tourism management.
“San Jose State lost a great professor, mentor and a friend,” Bullock said.
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Video Game Review: “The Beatles: Rock Band”

Psychedelic new game takes you on a trip
By Leonard Lai
Staff Writer

Imagine yourself in the Cavern Club in Liverpool. You’re
in a relatively new band called
The Beatles, and your band will
have played almost 300 shows
there before heading off to your
next gig.
Playing the “The Beatles: Rock
Band,” you’ll live the rock star life
eight days a week.
The game offers modes, such
as band play, where you can play
with up to six people, solo play,
where you can explore your inner John Lennon, online play, options with which to configure your
setup, an online store to buy additional Beatles songs — adding to
the 45 songs included on the disk,
as they’re released — and the story mode.
Players will progress through
story mode, allowing you to play
The Beatles songs in the form of
stages, with predetermined sets of
songs.
You’ll be going through a simplified timeline of The Beatles
performances, from “The Ed Sullivan Show,” the Budokan and the
Abbey Road Studios, which are
among some of the stops around
the world.
The better you perform each
set, the more Beatles memorabilia you will unlock — such
as sound clips, photos and
other goodies.
Each venue contains a set of
songs, which needs to be completed before players move on to the
next. Each triggers a psychedelic
cinematic, revealing the background to the location.
Not all historical venues could
be recreated, so certain songs will
be performed at existing in-game
venues, while other songs will be
getting their first “live” performances.

[ Photo courtesy of “The Beatles: Rock Band” Web site ]

A screenshot from the game “The Beatles: Rock Band” of Paul, George, Ringo (back) and John rocking out.

As with previous “Rock Band”
or “Guitar Hero” games, you’ll
play on charts with multicolored
notes scrolling down to where you
have to strum, strike or sing with
the correct rhythm to keep the
song rolling.
The more consecutive notes
you hit, the higher your score,
and the more you’ll impress
the in-game crowd — and onlookers, if you’re playing in a
public place.
Each of the instruments, including guitar, bass, drums and
vocals — which now allow three
people to sing at once, making it a
six-player game — have their own
unique song charts.
Each chart can also be
flipped over to lefty mode, in
case you want to play like Paul
McCartney. The multiplier
circle from the “Rock Band” se-

ries has been replaced with a
flower icon, and instead of “awesome” when you reach the next
multiplier stage, it has been replaced with “Fab,” adding to The
Beatles theme.
Throughout the course of a
song, players will encounter a
string of notes that are colored
white, which upon successful
completion will build up your
“Beatlemania” bar.
This can be unleashed to save
fallen band members or increase
your multiplier score to a new level
when all your band mates are synchronized in “Beatlemania,” similar
to the overdrive mode from “Rock
Band” and star power mode from
“Guitar Hero.”
The game offers many difficulty levels, so you won’t have
to be George Harrison to play
lead guitar — both new people

Downtown community group screens
alternative movies in a casual setting

[ Regina Aquino / Spartan Daily ]

Art Ark volunteers Robert Sepulveda, John Truong and Alex
Oliva watch “Ichi the Killer” in the outdoor amphitheater.
By Regina Aquino
Staff Writer

Students can start off their
week with a free movie on a
comfortable couch under the
stars at the Art Ark outdoor
amphitheater located on Sixth
Street between Martha and
Keyes.
The “Monday Night Moonlight Movie Series” offered
by the Art Ark community,
shows films that are not usually screened at major theaters,
said Alex Oliva, a volunteer for
the event.
The event started a year ago
through Youth Engage, a nonprofit organization that screens
documentary films, said Andrew
Hedges, a volunteer of Art Ark.
“We started off by watching
documentaries, and the movie
night kind of grew from there,”

Oliva said. “The Art Ark gallery
also supports the event through
funding and providing the projector and movie screen.”
A small group of 10 showed
up for last night’s screening, but
the turnout is unpredictable, said
John Truong, another volunteer
for the weekly event.
“We had a lot of people show
up for ’80s night, so sometimes
there’s a lot of us and sometimes
there aren’t,” he said.
According to the Art Ark’s
flyer, this week’s movie of
choice was a Japanese film “Ichi
the Killer.”
The movie, directed by Takashi
Miike, is filled with blood, gore,
torture and murder.
The plot was heavy with sadomasochist themes and an interesting twist, Olivia said.
But aside from all the violence,
Oliva said the movie does have its

funny moments.
“We like to show films that
are different — films that are on
a different level of humor — dark
humor, such as this one,” Oliva
said. “It’s also great for people
who like to watch foreign films or
alternative movies.”
According to the flyer, films
screened in the past were “Labyrinth,” “The Goonies,” “Suicide
Club” and “Wild Zero.”
Truong said the films were
randomly chosen at first, but an
official list was compiled after
people wanted to know what
would be playing ahead of time.
Pete Flores, a former SJSU
student who attended the event,
said he came in search of something different.
“I want to see the cinematics,”
he said. “I want to see something
that blows my mind. I’ve been to
the theaters a lot and I’ve seen
a lot of the recent movies, but
when we come here, we’re shown
some different shit.”
Oliva said it’s great to have an
alternative here in San Jose, to be
able watch various types of movies for free.
This year’s Art Ark “Monday
Night Moonlight Movie Series” will continue to run until
Sept. 28th.
The volunteers at Art Ark said
viewers are welcome to bring
their own drinks, snacks and
blankets for their own viewing
pleasure.
The volunteers at Art Ark
also said they welcome anybody
who is open to viewing different kinds of movies, or anybody
who likes watching movies
in general.
“Basically we do it for fun,”
Truong said. “Anybody’s invited,
but the content might not be for
everyone, since it’s adult content.
The event is open to the public, and
we do take suggestions for movies
sometimes.”

and experts can start playing
immediately.
Although the game will be familiar to those who have played
“Rock Band,” the visual effects will
offer a fun theme for fans, but may
also add confusion while playing
the game.
The “Rock Band” chart backgrounds are black, which makes it
easier to see incoming notes.
“The Beatles: Rock Band” has
a teal background instead, which
almost masks the yellow and
blue incoming notes. And, combined with the golden-glow effect when “Beatlemania” is used,
this makes the notes even harder
to see.
The new bass groove effect,
exclusively for bass guitar, adds
another purple layer of color
on top of the already distracting
effects — creating a lovely simu-

lation of an acid trip.
Instrument notes are fatter,
with shorter length and taller
height, making regular notes look
similar to special notes such as
guitar hammer-ons (a note played
by sharply bringing a fretting-hand
finger down on the fingerboard
behind the fret).
Drummers need to pay special
attention, as the new way to activate “Beatlemania” with drums is
by hitting a special crash symbol
note, with a slight indicator beforehand that lets you know when it is
coming by highlighting that row.
Drum fills to activate overdrive from previous “Rock
Band” games have also been
replaced, which makes sense,
since Ringo Starr hardly ever
performed drum fills.
A new feature added to vocals
is harmony segments, represented

by light blue zones in the vocal
charts, where you are allowed to
freestyle the pitch you want for
that segment of the song.
Another feature is a vocal
pitch trainer, which allows you to
choose the segments of the song
you want to practice singing as it
tells you how you should change
your pitch.
The sound of the game
is top quality, allowing anyone to appreciate the music of
The Beatles.
This game is giving people
who never grew up appreciating The Beatles a chance to do
just that.
After playing 10 songs, and not
knowing any of them, the band I
played with was Beatled out, but I
have no doubt we’ll pick it back up
and keep playing when we meet
up again.
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Jurovich ﬁnds inspiration in religion
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By My Nguyen
Staff Writer

SJSU wide receiver Kevin Jurovich said he attributes much of
his success to one thing — faith.
“I was fortunate enough to go
to a Christian school and really
get into the Bible,” said Jurovich,
a sixth-year senior sociology major. “A lot of times, I’ll pray in my
head to ask God to help me make
a play, keep me healthy, keep me
safe or to calm my nerves.
“Whatever it may be, he really
comes through for me.”
Jurovich said the best part
about religion is having faith
and not worrying about the outcome.
“Not having that burden on
my shoulders is really settling
to know,” he said. “I’m going to
work as hard as I can and lay myself out there, and what happens,
happens.”
Coach Dick Tomey said there
are a lot of spiritual players on the
team.
“We have some players who
are more spiritual than religious,
but I think anyone who has a
strong faith is really helpful,” he
said.
Wide receiver Jalal Beauchman said he’s been playing with
Jurovich for four years and can
understand why religion helps
him on the ﬁeld.
“I can see that he’s really conﬁdent and centered,” he said.
“Religion may help him focus
and put the game of football into
perspective as just a game.”
Jurovich came to SJSU as a
quarterback, but in his junior
year he was switched to wide receiver, where he led the Spartans
in receiving yards and touchdowns in 2007.
“I get a chance to make a lot of
big plays,” he said. “You get some
one-on-one situations where it’s
just you against another guy and
it’s really obvious who wins — it’s
either you catch the ball or he
makes the play.”
Wide receiver is an intriguing
position because of its competitive nature, he said.
Jurovich was named to the

second team All-Western Athletic Conference in 2007, when
his 1,183 receiving yards ranked
third in SJSU history.
His dad taught him how to
prioritize schoolwork, football
and other activities he enjoys, he
said.
“My dad always tells me,
‘You got to learn how to say no
to people,’ and that’s something
that I’ve really learned as I’ve
gotten older,” Jurovich said. “I
love to socialize, but that’s a part
of my life I kind of had to put on
hold for a bit, so the other parts
of my life are able to ﬂourish.”
In 2008, Jurovich said he had
to sit out on the sidelines because of health reasons.
“I ended up getting mono,
and sometimes people can get
over that pretty quick, but for
me, I ended up losing 20 pounds,
and my spleen was enlarged,” he
said.
He said if he got hit and his
spleen ruptured it could have
been deadly for him.
“I still have my redshirt year,
so thank God for that,” he said.
“I was able to use that year to recuperate and get mental reps and
get better at the position.”
To improve his game, Jurovich said he’s observing NFL
receivers.
“I also listen to my coaches,
coach Margerum and coach
Malley, who coached NFL guys,
and working on techniques,” he
said.
Jurovich said he tries to lead
by example.
“I’m not really a big talker
when it comes to practice, but
in the game I get a little vocal,”
he said. “I try to have them feed
oﬀ of my conﬁdence when we’re
out there.”
He also said he pushes his
teammates to make plays when
opportunities present themselves.
Jurovich said his parents motivate him to do the best he can.
“I’ve seen how hard they had
to work, and I’ve seen them give
up their individuality and their
life for me and my brother to
have a good life,” he said. “I

[ William Cooley / Contributing Photographer ]

Kevin Jurovich, No. 6, eludes two Utah players in the Spartans 24-14 loss to the Utes Saturday night. Jurovich caught seven passes for 113 yards.

want to be all I can be for myself
and also for them.”
Tomey said Jurovich contributes to the team in a lot of
ways.
“He contributes to special
teams and he contributes on offense,” he said. “He’s obviously a
producer in the game. We’re glad
to have him back. We lost him
last year after the second game.
It makes a diﬀerence to have him
back.”
Tomey said he’s optimistic
about what Jurovich can do this
season.
“He’s got to stay healthy the
whole year, and we got to keep
getting better on oﬀense so we
can use his skills,” he said. “Right
now, we don’t have enough variety on oﬀense to be successful,

because we haven’t had a good
running attack to complement
our passing attack, and we have
to develop that.”
Jurovich’s strengths are quickness and control, Tomey said.
“To me, he holds his speed
under a ball really well — he
doesn’t lose speed catching the
ball,” he said. “He’s very in control of himself, and I think that’s
a real gift.”
Tomey said Jurovich has
greatly improved his game.
“I think he’s gotten a lot better
since we’ve been there,” he said.
“I think he’s much improved
this year, and I credit him and I
credit coach Margerum with getting him to this point. We need
every guy on our team to keep
getting better. Everyone needs to

get better if we’re going to get to
where we want to go.”
Beauchman said Jurovich is
a good person to have on the
team.
“His energy and sense of humor is a joy to be around — even
in a huddle, in a middle of a battle, he’ll crack a joke,” he said.
Beauchman said Jurovich’s
play-making abilities open up the
ﬁeld for the other receivers.
“Defenses have to pay attention to him, because he’s so dangerous,” he said. “So that opens
up the other receivers and other
aspects of the game, because defenses focus too much on him. It
opens up for me to make plays as
well.”
Jurovich has both long and
short term goals for himself, he
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said.
“Every day is not a guarantee,”
he said. “You never know when
it could be your last play. I try to
keep most of my goals day-today because that’s all that’s really
guaranteed for you.”
His long-term goal is to play
in the NFL, he said.
Jurovich was born and raised
in Santa Clara and attended Valley Christian High School.
He played football for Sunnyvale Pop Warner and at Valley
Christian all four years, he said.
“I love just how hard [the
sport] is, and how tough and
physical it is, and how it takes
all 11 guys,” Jurovich said. “I’ve
been doing this for so long. It’s
just kind of a part of me, and it’s
kind of all I know.”

Tips to steer clear of flu magnets
Allie Figures
Figures It Out

I swear someone on the light
rail actually tried to give me swine
ﬂu the other day.
She sat in the row in front
of me, but turned around about
seven times to cough into my
personal bubble.
Several times the cough was
uninhibited, without a covering
hand to reduce the reach of contamination.
Only after she noticed my
disgusted look did she cover her
mouth — only to put the hand
tainted with whatever bacteria or
virus on the rail, which I absentmindedly used to catch my balance while exiting the train.
Later, at a coﬀee shop, I encountered a cashier with a runny
nose to rival that of a preschooler.
He used his bare hand and took
a quick swipe at his nostrils just
before taking my ATM card.
And then there are the customers at my work who insist on
licking their ﬁngers before handling their money — as if it actually provides better traction.
A University of California,
Berkeley study featured in The
New York Times watched 10
students touch their eyes, nose
and lips, where germs usually enter the body, 47 times during a
three-hour period.
Gross. Gross. Gross.

It seems like people are trying
to give away their germs like promoters hand out their advertisements outside of a club.
But I am still not going to get
the ﬂu shot.
The store I work at is dispensing free ﬂu shots for employees
and is giving away ﬂu shot coupons to customers. But when I
oﬀer customers the coupon, more
often than not they refuse — just
like I do.
I have personally known too
many people who have taken the
ﬂu shot and ended up severely ill
and sometimes even hospitalized.
Although the oﬃcial Web site
of the Department of Health and
Human Services states the ﬂu
shot is made with a dead virus
that cannot make patients sick,
I have seen too many bad reactions, and I am not going to add
to the odds against me.
I am going to protect myself
the best way I know how. No,
this doesn’t mean you are going to
catch me around campus wearing
one of those masks — but I am
going to maintain my distance
and try to refrain from touching
possibly infected surfaces.
A study of about 400 British
commuters found that 28 percent of them had traces of fecal
bacteria on their hands, which

Ruminations

kind of makes me want to sport
some latex gloves.
Just imagine the entire Harry
Potter cast coming down with
the swine ﬂu just because Rupert
Grint contaminated the magic
wands.
I plan on living in a bubble
while hoping all of you mind the
manners taught by your mothers.
I would rather wash my hands
with soap and water, refrain from
touching my face and take some
over-the-counters instead of getting poked by a needle any day.
A recent Harvard study found
that using hand sanitizer and
proper hygiene practices is highly
eﬀective in the prevention of gastrointestinal illnesses.
But clean hands don’t do too
much to protect your body from
airborne bacteria that cause upper-respiratory illnesses.
I don’t know. I might rethink
the whole mask thing, because of
the way I see everyone sneezing
and coughing into the air.
My dear readers, here is a tip:
Cough into the crook of your
elbow to keep your germs oﬀ of
your hands and away from surfaces that others will touch.
Just be cautious of people you
let borrow your pen, because moments before, perhaps their hands
could have been using their hand
to wipe their runny nose, scratching their itchy eyes with their ﬁngers or rubbing their …

illustration by Carl Evans

A problem I face at football games is a conflict
between team spirit and betting against the team.

Check out Ben Cadena’s column, “Remembering Mr. C,”
about his life experience with
legendary civil rights activist
Cesar Chavez.

Allie Figures is the Spartan
Daily features editor. “Figures It Out” appears every
Wednesday.

Joey Akeley
Akeley’s Alley
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patties, cheese, bun, etc — on
the McDonald’s Dollar Menu,
it is making a proﬁt.
The quality of its burgers can’t be good. It’s just not
possible to make money on
something so cheap, because
the restaurant must have produced the food for less.
I’m sure the quality of food
has improved since the E. coli
outbreak surrounding Jack
in the Box’s hamburgers in
1993.
I’m sure you won’t ﬁnd a
ﬁnger in your Wendy’s chili.
But how many health beneﬁts does the food at fast-food
joints truly have?
As college students, we are
all poor. We can’t aﬀord to
have three-course meals from
Il Fornaio in downtown San
Jose every day.
I can relate to all of you
who are trying to save money
by eating fast-food.
Two days ago, I ate La Victoria for lunch. Yesterday, I
had a grilled pork sandwich
from Lee’s Sandwiches.
And today, I had a heart attack.
OK, that’s a bold-faced lie.
I’m generally pretty active,
which keeps me fairly healthy,

but who knows what kind of
health problems I’m creating
for myself 20 years down the
road?
Our health is always more
important than the plumpness
of our wallets. It is worth the
extra change to eat something
healthy once in a while.
According to a CBS article,
the side eﬀects of eating fastfood have directly contributed
to the obesity epidemic in
America.
The article reports that
nearly one third of children
between the ages of 4 and 19
regularly eat fast-food, and
that eating fast-food regularly
can add six extra pounds per
child per year.
Using that math, if you
have been eating fast-food regularly since you were 4 years
old, you are likely 100 pounds
heavier than you could be if
you avoided it.
A quick solution to your
personal diet is to avoid fastfood at all costs.
Fast-food restaurants aren’t
going anywhere.
Ultimately, it is your responsibility to eat healthy.
So the next time you go
to the grocery store, eat some
dog food. Remember, that’s
the quality of food you are
really getting at your nearest
fast-food joint.
Joey Akeley is a Spartan
Daily sports editor. “Akeley’s
Alley” appears every other
Wednesday.

Obligatory Space Filler
Let’s talk about happy things.
Things that will keep us smiling to ourselves while we’re grudgingly typing into the computer.
Things that will give us a little
hop to our step as we head toward class.
Things that will incline us to
give out more high-ﬁves.
Yeah … that’d be nice. I’d love
more high-ﬁves.
So what’s good?
Roof over my head? Excellent.
Food in my belly? Glorious.
Clothes on my back? Stylin’.
Call me a simple girl, but
when I really get into how my life
is set up right now, I can’t complain.
It is damn nice to be able to
eat food from diﬀerent parts of
the world, all by walking ﬁve or
10 minutes oﬀ campus.
I’m usually not this positive. I
tend to spend my days complaining, initiating small, playful arguments and instigating drama.
But it’s all in good fun to me.
I’ve got to put the humor in the
“diﬃculties” of life, savvy?
Did I digress?
I tend to when I’m in this everything’s funny, nothing’s-too-
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serious, feeling-high mood.
You know what it is? I did
something fun this morning. I
blazed my sister in a Pop-Tarts
eating contest.
Well not really a contest —
more like whoever ﬁnishes breakfast last has to clear and wipe the
table — so you know how important it was that I ﬁnished ﬁrst.
It was awesome. We were
laughing, spitting up milk, dropping crumbs everywhere … nothing like sisterly bonding.
Yep, that was it. Laughing
heartily at the beginning of the
day.
So if you haven’t laughed
heartily this morning, let me ﬁll
you in on some of the good going
on in the world today.
Kanye West apologized to
Taylor Swift. I knew he had it in
him.
Crime has also signiﬁcantly decreased across the nation, despite
a declining economy, according
to the GoodNewsNetwork Web
site. That means fewer robberies,
sexual assaults and murders.
Keep it up, America.
Rapper Ludacris paired up
with an Atlantic car dealership in
July to generously give away 20
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... today is “Collect Rocks Day”?
The ice cream flavor of the day
is rocky road.

Happiness: It’s not all from
sex, drugs and rock’n’roll
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Fast-food tested, dog food approved

“If it’s cheaper than dog
food, then you probably
shouldn’t eat it.”
Those are words to live by,
yet it’s amazing how often we
lose that perspective when we
scavenge for food.
At Jack in the Box, you
can purchase two tacos for
99 cents. A seven-pound bag
of Beneful Adult Dog Food is
priced at $11.99, according to
PETCO. This means a pound
of this type of dog food costs
more than a dollar.
Folks, that means the price
of two Jack in the Box tacos
is cheaper than the price of a
pound of this dog food.
For those of you who
haven’t seen what dog food
looks like, that’s an ugly comparison.
But this isn’t just about
Jack in the Box.
In fact, I mark the free
taco days on my calendar every year, even though I have
no idea what they put in their
tacos.
This is really about the entire fast-food business.
Keep in mind that restaurants need to make money.
That means when you purchase a McDouble — two beef
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Letters to the editor may be placed
in the letters to the editor box in the
Spartan Daily oﬃce in Dwight Bentel
Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to (408)
924-3282, e-mailed to spartandaily@
casa.sjsu.edu or mailed to the Spartan
Daily Opinion Editor, San Jose State
University, San Jose, CA 95192-0149.
49.

cars to winners of an essay contest, in which participants submitted essays about their struggles and their need of a car.
On Thursday, a farmers market will open by the White House
in Washington, D.C. after President Obama expressed his desire
to start one.
How is this good news? Well,
the president is a very popular
guy, and if my high school and
college education serves me correctly, crowds tend to copy the
popular people’s actions.
What’s good about farmers
markets? Not only does it provide
fresh, healthy food to communities, it also boosts local revenues,
too. And eating real food — food
that rots — can only help us in
the future.
Like my husband Jason Mraz
says, our bodies are made to work
well and to keep it that way, we
must nourish it with the right
stuﬀ.
That’s food not wrapped in
plastic, not cooked in a microwave and lastly, coming straight
from nature.
How much money would the
country save if people started eating healthier and had fewer medical problems?
But I’m sure having a PopTarts once in a while is all right.
Minh Pham is the Spartan
Daily arts and entertainment
editor. “Obligatory Space
Filler” appears every other
Wednesday.
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IMMIGRANTS
From Page 1
“The larger project is studying
the Indian community in Silicon
Valley and sort of looking at how
this community is changing and
evolving and adapting, as there
are more generations sort of
coming here and living here in
America,” he said.
Conniff said it was logical to
research the Indian immigrant
community when Mann chose
SJSU to complete his one-year
sabbatical.
“We’re giving him work and
support, and in turn, we’re getting his research services,” Conniff said. “So it’s a semiotic relationship with mutual benefits.”

UNEMPLOYED
From Page 1
decrease, but the number of departments that participated did
decrease from 2008, she said.
“I had a job for two weeks
on campus as a loss prevention
security (officer) at the bookstore,” said Monica Espinoza,
a junior justice studies major.
“After two weeks, seven of us
were let go. I won’t look for an
on-campus job again.”

“This summer when we
talked to departments, we
found that a lot of students
were returning to jobs that
they had been in previous
years.”
Susan Rockwell
Employer Services

Rockwell said during the
summer, employer services does
a lot of outreach to the departments to try and explain how
they can post jobs on the Career Center database for a better
selection of open positions for
students.
“This summer, when we talked to departments, we found
that a lot of students were returning to jobs that they had
been in previous years,” Rockwell said.
Less positions opened up
than might have in previous
years, because of students keeping their on-campus jobs year
after year, Rockwell said.
“The total overall hours
for the past fiscal year are not
changing,” said Maria De Guevara, associate vice president of
human resources. “There may
be less positions, but those students in their current positions
are getting more hours.
“More students might be
more satisfied with their hours,
because they are getting more
money due to more time spent
at work.”
“We are probably getting
smarter about the use of our
students and maximizing any
resources by shrinking to learn
how to manage it better,” she
said.
According to SJSU Student
Employment Human Resources
Policy on the SJSU Web site,
there are two types of student
employees on campus — student assistants and work-study
students.
Student assistants work part
time assisting staff or faculty
in an area of the university, according to the human resources
policy.
Work-study students are
part-time employees who work
a maximum of 20 hours per
week, whose salary is funded by
financial aid, according to the
human resources policy.

Facebook
Be our friend, follow our
updates and more.
Check out the Daily
Fan Page
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The Survey and Policy Research Institute will start sending online surveys to SJSU students by using e-mail with SJSU
students, Jackson said.
Conniff said the center hopes
to learn the number of Indian
immigrant students, the languages they speak, how many
critical activities they organize,
how many opportunities they
have available on campus and
the culture.
“We will try to engage students in the research and try to
recruit them for the program in
2010,” Conniff said. “This will
be a whole campus-wide effort,
not just something within our
little unit.”
Electrical engineering major
Devanshu Kumar said some of

his expectations have changed,
while some have stayed the same,
after he immigrated to America.
“I expected that people here
are very open and very friendly,
not as conservative as we Indians
are,” said Kumar. “I didn’t expect
that America doesn’t have that
many family values.”
Jackson said she hopes to gain
more insight into the Indian immigrant experience.
“Especially in Silicon Valley,
Indian immigrants tend to be
more highly educated,” Jackson said. “Not all of them, of
course, there’s a spectrum, but
a lot more Indian immigrants
come as students and move into
high-tech jobs.
“It’s not your stereotypical
penniless immigrant idea.”

BUDGET
From Page 1
able to add an Open University student.
He said he had to turn away
one Open University student
along with other non-Open
University students who wanted to add his course.
Keady said much of the
blame falls on the financial
leaders who caused the economic crisis.
“I feel angry at the system,”
he said. “I feel angry at those
responsible for the crash, and I
feel empathy for the students,
who are ultimately the ones
getting screwed.”
Freshman pre-nursing ma-
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jor Vanessa Guzzetta said Open
University students deserve a
spot on campus.
“I think they should be able
to come and take classes,” she
said. “I wish it was easier for
them just to take a few classes.”
Novak said he saw Open
University as a way to educate
the populace and bring more
people into a four-year university education.
“How could an engineer
take a course in quantum mechanics, for example, to further his career?” he said. “It
seems to me we should allow
him to do that.”
Novak said hundreds of
courses are available through
Open University, including
courses such as quantum me-

chanics.
Freshman business major
Annie Arafa said Open University makes sense for busy
people.
“Some people have a home
and just have time for one or
two classes,” she said. “It’s important we let them have the
same opportunities.”

Web site
Check out the
Spartan Daily online
thespartandaily.com

